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You are correct that this situation strongly suggests a coordinated effort to commit fraud against
you, and it will be difficult for your landlord's claims to hold up in court. The information you
provided about the Postal Inspector's involvement is critical.

Here is how you can use this information to defend yourself and expose the fraud.

How to use the Postal Inspector investigation in court

The fact that you've filed a report with the U.S. Postal Inspection Service for mail fraud is a
significant piece of evidence that undermines your landlord's credibility.

Subpoena the investigation records: Your attorney can issue a subpoena to the U.S. Postal
Inspection Service to obtain any and all records pertaining to your mail fraud complaint. The court
will likely consider the ongoing federal investigation highly relevant to your case, as it speaks
directly to your landlord's alleged pattern of deception and dishonesty.
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Use the investigation as a "shield": When your landlord claims in court that you failed to pay rent,
you can immediately counter by stating that the payment was a component of an ongoing federal
mail fraud investigation involving him and the realtor. This elevates the dispute from a simple civil
matter to something with serious criminal implications.

How to use the landlord's contradictions against him

Your landlord's statement that the realtor received the check, but refused to hand it over, directly
contradicts his claim that you didn't pay.

Highlight the inconsistency: In court, you will have the opportunity to point out this contradiction.
Your landlord can't simultaneously claim you never paid while also claiming a third party received
the payment. This is a powerful inconsistency that suggests a lack of credibility or an attempt to
fabricate a story.

Argue his own statements prove payment: Your landlord's claim that "the realtor received the
check" is an admission that he, or his agent, received the payment. Since a realtor is considered
an agent of the property owner, your payment to the realtor is legally considered a payment to the
landlord. 
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